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interfere and guarantee them redress and regular payment/7 Clive did his
best to arrange an accommodation and, with Miran at the head of the greater
part of the Nawab's army, started from Murshidabad on 13 March. Assur-
ing himself of the loyalty of Ramnaravan, he reached Patna to which the
Shahzada had laid siege. The arrival of Clive synchronized with the depar-
ture of the most powerful member of the confederacy, Muhammad Quli
Khan, due to the capture of Allahabad by Shujaud-Daulah. That meant
the collapse of the confederacy. The Shahzada abandoned the siege and
was subsequently defeated by Clive on 29 March. He was reduced to such
a pitiable plight that he had to beg of Clive for some money, and Clive
sent him 500 eold mohars to enable him to pay his way back. By April
the Shahzada had retreated from B'har, and the threat of invasion was at
an end. To punish those who had supported the cause of the Shahzada,
Clive pressed on to the country of Pahlawan Singh and Sundar Singh in
order to reduce them into submission. On 27 May, he wrote to say that the
Shahzada had been a long while clear of the Nawab's dominions, that
Pahlawan Singh had aereed to submit on any reasonable terms and that the
other Bhojpur raias had agreed to Day ten years' arrears of revenue to
Ramnaravan.78 Having thus cleared B'har of all the disturbers of peace and
covered himself with glory, Clive returned to Calcutta in June 1759. The
Nawab, overpowered by a sense of gratitude, gave Clive the 24-Parganas
as jaqir in recognition of his services. As for the Company, the expedition
led to a tightening of their financial grip over the Nawab, and military
domination over his territories was complete.
Defeat of the Dutch
After the invasion of the Shahzada had been repulsed and order restor-
ed in B'har, the Company had to face trouble from another quarter. Tak-
ing advantage.of large drafts of trooos sent to the Northern Circars, and
possibly encouraged by an anti-British party at Murshidabad headed by
Miran, the Dutch brought a "fleet of seven vessels with 300 Europeans and
600 Malay troops" to the mouth of the Hooghly and "seized various small
Enel'sh craft", and thus gave the Enelish a casus belli. Fortunately for the
English Col. Forde returned at the nick of time from the Northern Circars
flushed with victory over the French, and prevented the Dutch from mov*
ing up the riyer Hooghly. A land engagement at Bedarrah followed on
25 November 1759, and Forde completely defeated the Dutch. Thus ended
the last challenge to English supremacy in Bengal before Clive's departure
for home early in 1760.
Return of Clive
In February 1760 Clive sailed for England. During his three years of
service in Bengal he had achieved great things for the Company. But of all
his achievements his scheme of rendering military assistance to the Nawab
on a subsidiary basis, combined with his policy of affording protection to
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